CHAPTER IV
HIS POLICY OF OBSTRUCTION

THE Fenians resembled their modern successors, the Sinn
Feiners, in this, among other respects, that they did not
believe in Parliamentary action*   It was part of their creed
that Irish freedom would be won only by means of physical
force, and, since it was inconceivable that Ireland would ever
be in a position to raise an army which would be capable of
defeating England in the field, methods of terrorism would
have to be adopted*   The Fenians ranged from men of high
and noble character such as John O'Leary, to ruffians such
as " the Invincibles," to whom patriotism was merely an
excuse for gratifying their blood-lust*   Fenians like O'Leary
would not acknowledge common cut-throats like Brady, the
Invincible, as Fenians at all; but they were all members of the
physical force party*   When we resolve to journey along a
road, we cannot limit our companions to those who think and
act as we do*   The physical force party was numerically
small*   It flourished in America rather than in Ireland*   It
had against it the generality of the people, to whom murder
does not cease to be murder when it is committed with the
best intentions or for propaganda purposes; the Catholic
Church; and, of course, the Unionists*   The opposition to
the Fenians, apart from that of the Unionists, took the form
of constitutional agitation*   The Irish party, as it was called,
believed that Irish freedom could be won by argument in the
House of Commons*   A modern analogy for the Fenians
and the Nationalists could be found in the Women's Social
and Political Union, led by the Pankhursts, and the Con-
stitutional Women's Suffrage Societies, led by Mrs* Fawcett
Mr* Isaac Butt, a benign and eloquent lawyer, with an
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